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Abstract 
 
 
The majority of galaxies contain a central nuclear black hole, with masses ranging from ten 

thousand to ten billion solar masses. The formation and evolution of central black holes may be 

closely coupled with and help regulate the life cycle of galaxies. I will summarize the demographics 

of central black holes in the local Universe, the unique physical properties of their highly 

sub-Eddington AGNs, the discovery and statistical properties of "intermediatemass" black holes in 

low-mass, late-type galaxies, and recent spectacular developments enabled by JWST observations 

that give us a first glimpse into the earliest stages of the formation of galaxies and their 

accompanying central black holes. 
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